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The 2009 production season was frustrating for the most part, largely due to the 
significant amounts of rainfall that occurred during planting and harvest.  The majority of 
the cotton crop this year was planted very late, with nearly 40 % of the acreage planted 
in June as opposed to the 2004-2008 average of only 18 %.  Frequent summer rains 
developed and sustained a good crop in most places.  The rains did not cease during 
the fall, which complicated and delayed harvest significantly.  Similar to the past couple 
of years, we experienced relatively cool fall temperatures which significantly slowed or 
halted late-season boll development and boll opening in many instances, especially in 
the late-planted fields.   Harvest conditions were generally poor due to rainfall and 
extensive cool, cloudy weather that prolonged drying time and decreased the number of 
daylight hours suitable for harvest.  The already late-maturing crop was set back even 
further as growers could not get in the field to harvest.  According to the National 
Agricultural Statistics Service, cotton harvest, averaged over the previous 5-year period, 
has generally been 50% completed by November 1st.  This year, nearly 80% of our crop 
had yet to be harvested by this date. In some regions, cotton was still being harvested 
in March. Although yields were variable, average yield was last estimated at 882 
lbs/acre, a record for our state. This was the fifth consecutive year that the statewide 
yield has averaged over 800 lbs per harvested acre, which can be attributed to weather 
patterns, but can also be attributed to the widespread planting of DP 555 BR.   
 
Fiber Quality of Bales Classed, 2007-2009 
 Color Grade  

31/41 or better 
(% of crop) 

Bark/ Grass/ Prep 
(% of crop) 

Staple (32nds) Strength 
(g/tex) 

Mic Uniformity 

2007 39 / 97 all < 1.0 34.3 28.6 4.7 80.0 
2008 25 / 93 all < 1.0 34.4 28.7 4.6 80.2 
2009 21 / 68 all < 1.0 35 28.4 4.4 80.2 
Bales classed short staple (< 34) and high mic (>4.9) 
2007: 20% and 21%    2008: 22% and 20%    2009: 4.7% and 7.3%  
Fiber quality data as of February 11, 2010, 1,796,900 bales classed.   
Source: http://www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/cnwwqs.pdf  

 
Quality of the 2009 crop was similar to slightly better than previous years.  Of bales 
classed as of December 10, 2009, 4.7 percent were short staple (<34) and 7.3 percent 
were high mic (>4.9).  Georgia still ranks near the bottom of the national average in 
uniformity. 
 
DP 555 BG/RR again dominated the state’s acreage in 2009, with over 82 percent of 
the crop planted to that variety (http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/).  The USDA 
Survey estimated that about 12 percent of cotton acres were planted to 2-gene Bt 
transgenic varieties (Bollgard II and WideStrike), up from 2008.  Seed dealers were 
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allotted roughly 33 percent of the 2009 DP 555 BG/RR seed for planting in 2010.  This 
year will be the last year that DP 555 BG/RR is available to producers, therefore most 
producers will be planting the majority of their acres to newer varieties.  Herbicide 
resistant Palmer amaranth (pigweed) provided significant production challenges across 
much of the state.


	THE 2009 CROP YEAR IN REVIEW

